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Church of the Hills
Presbyterian Church (USA)

Palm Sunday

“The Passion of Jesus”

Matthew 21:1-11
Matthew 27:11-54

Pastor Richard Aylor

March 29, 2026

We are a vibrant family of faith rooted in God’s Word, gathering together to
worship and equipped to share the love of Christ in the world.



Prelude “Lift High the Cross” performed by Phyllis Pieffer

**Procession of the Palms

“All Glory, Laud, and Honor” Purple Hymnal 196 (v. 1, 2, 3)
(Refrain)

All glory, laud, and honor to thee, Redeemer, King,
to whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring!

Thou art the King of Israel, thou David’s royal Son,
who in the Lord’s name comest, the King and blessed One.

(Refrain)

The people of the Hebrews with palms before thee went;
our praise and prayers and anthems before thee we present.

(Refrain)

To thee, before thy passion, they sang their hymns of praise;
to thee, now high exalted, our melody we raise.

Welcome Pastor Richard Aylor

**Call to Worship
Leader: Awake to the day of triumph for our Savior!
People: Give thanks for this day that leads to the cross!
Leader: Come with your branches, hosannas, and songs!
People: Fill the air with welcome to the Lord!

Leader: Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.



**Qpening Hymn “Ride on! Ride on in Majesty!” Purple Hymnal 198

Ride on! Ride on in majesty! Hark! All the
tribes hosanna cry; thy humble beast pursues
its road with palms and scattered garment strowed.

Ride on! Ride on in majesty! In lowly
pomp ride on to die; O Christ, thy triumphs
now begin o’er captive death and conquered sin.

Ride on! Ride on in majesty! The hosts of
angels in the sky look down with sad and
wondering eyes to see the approaching sacrifice.

Ride on! Ride on in majesty! In lowly
pomp ride on to die; bow thy meek head to
mortal pain; then take, O God, thy power, and reign.

**Invitation to Confession Sue Brown

Leader: Let us face this day of palms and Jesus’ passion with honesty, confessing our sin
before God.

**Prayer of Confession

Holy God, sure of your faithfulness even in your dying, comforted by your
compassion toward your people in every age, we beg your mercy for our imperfect
gratitude. We have looked to you for paltry favors, when you have given
everything. We have withheld from your people, our neighbors, and from your
creation, our Earth, the care and tending they deserve. We have rejected the
cornerstone you sent to build a people of righteousness even here, today. Forgive
our failings. Heal what we have broken, nurture what we have neglected, and lead
us to your vision, so that we may know the peace of wholeness in you; in Jesus’
name. Amen.



** Declaration of Forgiveness and the Peace of Christ

Leader: Your God has come to you, humble, in the form of a slave, to free you from the
weight of sin and death.

People: Jesus’ obedient suffering has released us.

Leader: Your sins are forgiven, in the name of the one who is exalted beyond what we
can comprehend:

People: Christ our Savior and Lord.
Leader: The Peace of Christ be with you.
People: And, also with you.

Leader: Share the Peace of Christ with one another.

**Response to Forgiveness “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna” Purple Hymnal 197 (v. 1)

Hosanna, loud hosanna, the little children sang;
through pillared court and temple the joyful anthem rang.
To Jesus, who had blessed them, close folded to his breast,
the children sang their praises, the simplest and the best.

Prayer for Illumination

Leader: Please join me in the Prayer for Illumination.

All: Let your Word, O God, break open our hearts this day through the
power of the Holy Spirit, that we may enter into the coming Holy
Week with the same mind that was in Christ Jesus. Amen.



First Reading Matthew 21:1-11

21 When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives,
Jesus sent two disciples, % saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately
you will find a donkey tied and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone says
anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.” And he will send them

immediately.”  This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet:

S “Tell the daughter of Zion,
Look, your king is coming to you,
humble and mounted on a donkey,
and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”

6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 7 they brought the donkey and the colt
and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 8 A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the
road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. ® The crowds that went
ahead of him and that followed were shouting,

“Hosanna to the Son of David!
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highest heaven!”

19When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?” ! The
crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.”

Ministry of Music “In the Cross of Christ I Glory” performed by the choir

Second Reading Matthew 27:11-54

I'Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, “Are you the king of the
Jews?” Jesus said, “You say so.” 12 But when he was accused by the chief priests and elders, he
did not answer. '3 Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear how many accusations they make
against you?” 14 But he gave him no answer, not even to a single charge, so that the governor was
greatly amazed.

I5Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to release a prisoner for the crowd, anyone
whom they wanted. 16 At that time they had a notorious prisoner called Jesus Barabbas. 7 So
after they had gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you want me to release for you,

Jesus Barabbas or Jesus who is called the Messiah?” 18 For he realized that it was out of jealousy
that they had handed him over. ! While he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent word
to him, “Have nothing to do with that innocent man, for today I have suffered a great deal
because of a dream about him.” 2 Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowds to
ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus killed. 2! The governor again said to them, “Which of the two



do you want me to release for you?” And they said, “Barabbas.” ?2 Pilate said to them, “Then
what should I do with Jesus who is called the Messiah?” All of them said, “Let him be
crucified!” 23 Then he asked, “Why, what evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, “Let
him be crucified!”

24 S0 when Pilate saw that he could do nothing but rather that a riot was beginning, he took some
water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this man’s blood; see to
it yourselves.” 23 Then the people as a whole answered, “His blood be on us and on our
children!” 26 So he released Barabbas for them, and after flogging Jesus he handed him over to be
crucified.

27 Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters, and they
gathered the whole cohort around him. 28 They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, 2° and
after twisting some thorns into a crown they put it on his head. They put a reed in his right hand
and knelt before him and mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 3 They spat on him and
took the reed and struck him on the head. 3! After mocking him, they stripped him of the robe
and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him away to crucify him.

32 As they went out, they came upon a man from Cyrene named Simon; they compelled this man
to carry his cross. 3* And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which means Place of a
Skull), 34 they offered him wine to drink, mixed with gall, but when he tasted it, he would not
drink it. 3% And when they had crucified him, they divided his clothes among themselves by
casting lots; 36 then they sat down there and kept watch over him. 37 Over his head they put the
charge against him, which read, “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.”

38 Then two rebels were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his left. 3° Those who
passed by derided him, shaking their heads #° and saying, “You who would destroy the temple
and build it in three days, save yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from the

cross.” 41 In the same way the chief priests also, along with the scribes and elders, were mocking
him, saying, 4> “He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come
down from the cross now, and we will believe in him. *3 He trusts in God; let God deliver him
now, if he wants to, for he said, ‘I am God’s Son.” ” ** The rebels who were crucified with him
also taunted him in the same way.

45 From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. ¢ And about
three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my
God, why have you forsaken me?” 47 When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, “This man
is calling for Elijah.” 48 At once one of them ran and got a sponge, filled it with sour wine, put it
on a stick, and gave it to him to drink. ** But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will
come to save him.” 5 Then Jesus cried again with a loud voice and breathed his last. 3! At that
moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. The earth shook, and the
rocks were split. 32 The tombs also were opened, and many bodies of the saints who had fallen
asleep were raised. 33 After his resurrection they came out of the tombs and entered the holy city
and appeared to many. 3 Now when the centurion and those with him, who were keeping watch
over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, they were terrified and said, “Truly this man
was God’s Son!”



Sermon “The Passion of Jesus”

**Response to Sermon “What Wondrous Love Is This” Purple Hymnal 215

What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul,
what wondrous love is this, O my soul!
What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss
to bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul,
to bear the dreadful curse for my soul!

When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down,
when I was sinking down, sinking down,
when | was sinking down beneath God’s righteous frown,
Christ laid aside his crown for my soul, for my soul,
Christ laid aside his crown for my soul!

To God and to the Lamb, I will sing, I will sing,
to God and to the Lamb, I will sing;
to God and to the Lamb who is the great I AM,
while millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing;
while millions join the theme, I will sing!

And when from death I’'m free, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on;
and when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on;
and when from death I’m free, I’1l sing and joyful be,
and through eternity, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on;
and through eternity I’ll sing on.

**Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,

and in Jesus Christ his only son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and
buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he
ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.



Invitation to the Offering and Prayer of Dedication

**Doxology “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”  Purple Hymnal 223 (v. 4)

Were the whole realm of nature mine, that were a
present far too small; love so amazing,
so divine, demands my soul, my life, my all.

Solemn Intercession and the Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the Kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

**Closing Hymn “Beneath the Cross of Jesus” Purple Hymnal 216

Beneath the cross of Jesus I fain would take my stand,
the shadow of a mighty rock within a weary land;
a home within the wilderness, a rest upon the way,
from the burning of the noontide heat, and the burden of the day.

Upon the cross of Jesus mine eye at times can see
the very dying form of One who suffered there for me;
and from my stricken heart with tears two wonders I confess:
the wonders of redeeming love and my unworthiness.

I take, O cross, thy shadow for my abiding place;
I ask no other sunshine than the sunshine of his face;

content to let the world go by, to know no gain or loss,
my sinful self my only shame, my glory all the cross.

**Charge and Blessing
Leader: And the people of God say

People: Alleluia. Amen.



Postlude

Please join us for Fellowship Time in the Narthex immediately following the Worship Service.
To all of our visitors, you are welcome to join us, and we look forward to getting to know you
during this time.

Please join us for Sunday School immediately following the worship service. Pastor Richard
will lead us in the study of today’s scriptures.

For Pastoral Care:
Please contact Pastor Richard at 303-828-8263
A General Note regarding Financial Solicitations:

Please remember that a church leader will never directly solicit you for funds or the transfer of
funds. We will only ask for your support of the church through the traditional process of filling
out pledge cards and fulfilling that pledge accordingly.

Office Hours:

The Church Office is open Tuesday — Thursday from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. (aside from staff lunch
hours). Friday from 9 a.m. — 12 p.m.

Deadlines:

The deadline for all Church Communication Publications and notifications is Wednesday
at 2:30 p.m.

Additionally, please provide advance notice for any special projects you may have, so that
time can be accurately allocated, supplies ordered, and quality and fairness can be
provided for all parties concerned.

Please be aware that any items received after the deadline will go into the following week's
communication publications and job tasks.
Church Officers:

Pastor — Richard Aylor

Office Administrator — Peggy Farnham (and Toby)
Director of Music —

Finance Administrator — Tom Maxey

Trustee Permanent Endowment Fund — Neil Snyder
Treasurer — Jerry Bucholz

Clerk of Session — Judy Jensen



Elder at Large — Bob McFadden

Elder — Worship — Shari Gulbrandsen

Elder — Stewardship — Alan Lebsock

Elder — Love in Action — Vicki Kyle

Elder — Christian Education — Heidi Smithson
Elder — Personnel — Michael Marks

Elder — Nominating — Margi Masquelier
Elder — Administration — Tom Scripps

Elder - Communications — Shari Gulbrandsen
Elder — Building & Grounds — John O’Brien

Deacons:
Marilyn Sandifer

Dianne Lebsock
Marjorie Clinton

Cherie Braun
Kelly Selva
Cindy Sahli

A special thank you to Chase Allbritton for helping with the tech.

*Hymnals are indicated for those that may have them at home.

Blue - “The Presbyterian Hymnal”
Red - “Songs for Praise and Worship”
Purple - “Glory to God”

Yellow - “Hymns for the Family of God”

Music is reprinted by permission of CCLI#1101861
AV is used by permission of CVLI #303324640

Liturgy and reflections are provided by Liturgies for Year A, Volume 1 Advent through

Pentecost

** Please stand if you are able
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