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Letting Go of Blame
March 9 Ash Wednesday
  Service at 7 p.m.
April 17 Palm Sunday
  10:30 a.m. and 6 p.m. services
April 22 Good Friday 
  Tenebrae Service at 7 p.m.
April 22 - 23 Prayer Vigil
April 24 Easter Sunday
  8:30 and 10:30 a.m. services
  6:00 p.m. service

Treasurer Report & 
Echoes Deadlines
• January Results
• Echoes Schedule 

for May - August
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Leadership/Staff
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March 13 
Daylight Savings Time Begins
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During this winter season of reflection and possibilities for 
change, we have explored the values in our lives that 
truly will bring transformation and depth to our 
relationships.  Through the lens of Davidʼs experiences, 
we have considered the following:

๏ how vital it is for us to live in the moment, 
๏ how to engage as God calls us, being just who we 

are, 
๏ how to appreciate ourselves and thus enable us 

to appreciate others, 
๏ how to feel all our feelings which releases us to 

move forward
๏ how to ensure we take time to enjoy the 

celebrations, 
๏ how to be aware, own, and love our entire selves, 

and by doing this we are living in integrity and 
authenticity, and 

๏ how to honor our commitments to ourselves, to 
each other, and to God.

If we start to embrace these values, we will see 
transformation in our relationships and in our lives.  I 
believe we will see transformation occurring in our 
community of faith as well.  And that is my hope and 
prayer as we continue forward.  How do we embody the 
ways in which our relationships with each other speak 
and live the gospel of Jesus Christ?  How we love each 
other sends a louder message to our world than any 
sermon that could ever be preached.  

There is yet one more 
piece of all of this that 
was too big to do in 
just one sermon, so we 
will be expanding this 
last value during Lent.  
During Lent, we will be 
discussing and 
considering how do we 
let go of blame.  Often 
times Lent is seen as a 
time of giving up 
something, sugar, 
flour, chocolate.  I 
hope we can move as 
a community into a 
path of letting go of 
blaming and continuing 
to move forward and 
deeper in our 
relationships with one 

another.  I believe this 

will be a challenging series as I believe we live in a blame 
addicted society.  So I hope you will join in the challenge 
of “Letting Go of Blame” for Lent.

Also during this season, we will offer again the workshop 
Creative Partnering, with Julia Munson facilitating it.  I do 
hope as the dates are announced and advertised, you 
will prayerfully consider participating in this workshop, as 
I believe it will provide for us tools on how we can 
continue to grow stronger and go deeper in our 
relationships together, as a community of faith that 
reflects the love and grace of our God.

Jesus proclaimed I came that you might have life and 
have it abundantly.  As we commit ourselves to each 
other and God in 
deepening our 
relationships, life will 
become fuller and 
richer and indeed 
abundant.  And 
together we will join 
one another through 
this season of 
reflection and 
possibilities, joining at 
the tomb on Easter 
morning proclaiming 
He is Risen, He is 
Risen Indeed!

Blessings, Dee

L e t t i n g 
G o  o f  
B l a m e
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Throughout the months of March and April, the children will focus on 
“The Exodus: God Provides for His People” and “Pentecost: The Gift of 
the Holy Spirit”.  

Each week, the children will rotate to a new workshop as they 
experience these Bible Stories in exciting and interactive ways.  Our 
workshops include: 

Game Tracks (game room),
Starry Night Theater (movie theater),
Tent Tales (drama and puppetry),
Creation Station (art and cooking),and 
Cyber Peaks (computer lab)

Lenten Study Guide  
A study and 
devotional 
guide that 
goes along 
with the 
sermon series 
for Lent will be 
available in the 
narthex and online.  Lent 
begins on March 13.

VBS is scheduled for June 13-17 , 9:00 
a.m. – noon.  Put the dates on your 
calendar, and make plans to participate.  
Lots of adult and youth help will be needed 
to make this week a highlight for the 
children of our church and community.

The youth will be sponsoring several fund raisers over the 
next few months as they seek to raise enough money to 
keep the cost below $100/participant or their Summer 
Mission Trip.  The goal is to raise $3000.  More details will 
follow on all of these, but you can put them on your 
calendar today so you wonʼt miss out your chance to 
make this amazing experience a possibility for them.

! February 13 Ð Valentine!s Day Bake Sale  – 
raised over $300

➡ March 20 – Lunch/Dinner  – Orders will be taken 
ahead of time so that after morning worship you 
can pick up a complete meal to take home for 
lunch or dinner. 

➡ April 17 – Pancake Breakfast & Silent Auction    
➡ May 8 Ð Mother!s Day Bouquets & Baked 

Goods

➡ June 13-17 Ð possibly an afternoon Carnival / 
Craft Day for the kids who attend VBS

➡ July 10 Ð possibly a car wash & Ice Cream 
Social following morning worship
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Community Supper
Wednesday, March 9 
and April 13
Our world 
themes 
continue in 
March when we 
feature cuisine 
from Ireland 
and in April 
when we 
feature China.  

Please sign up 
in the Narthex if 
you can help.  It 
is always a 
HUGE help each 
month to know 

who our helpers will be.  Blessings 
to you all!  Any questions you might 
have can be answered by contacting 
Linda LaGrange at 303.674.3689.

Spares & Pairs
Plan to join us for dinner on Friday, March 11 at 7:00p.m. at the home of Jean 
Martin and Jeff Mershon, 28536 Clover Lane, Evergreen.  Bring a dish to 
share and enjoy strengthening the ties that bind us! Need directions? Call 
303.674.3478.  Mark Your Calendar:  Our April 8 dinner will be hosted by 
Marilyn and Bill Sandifer.  

Thank You!!
To all of you at Church of the Hills who prayed for us, sent us good thoughts, 
sent us cards, called to check on us and offered to bring us food, we most 
humbly thank you!  We had kind of a rough time, there, for awhile, but, thanks 
to you, we are doing amazingly well!  We want to especially thank Joan and 
Bruce Evashevski, two of our newest members, (and happen to be close 
neighbors)  who really stepped up and drove us, provided us with soup, did 
our grocery shopping -- when we told the rest of you that "we were covered", 
Bruce and Joan did much of the "covering"!  Other special thanks go to the 
Shawl Ministry and Joanna Cook who played her harp for us!  Thank you all 
---- SO MUCH!!       Bill and Marilyn Sandifer

Salvation Army Bell Ringing
The Salvation Army had another successful 
year belling ringing.  $39,750 was collected, 
which is a new all-time record.  The 
contribution from Church of the Hills was 
$1,511.  Thank you again to all who 
participated!  The Deacons

Donations Being Accepted
The Deacons now have a collection of items to be used for people recovering 
from surgery/illness, or in need of additional aid in getting around (shower 
stool and walker). If you have similar items you no longer need,  please 
consider donating any canes, tripod canes, walkers, crutches to COTH. 
Please contact Lloyd Schiever with your donations. Thank you!     

Church Ski Days 
at Loveland 

Our last scheduled 
day is  Friday, 
March 18 (only 
two $30 lift tickets 
are still available 
so reserve them 
now if you want 
one).  Contact 
Terry

Friday Nights at the Movies 
Adults, come check out the new movie theater at 
the church and enjoy an evening of fellowship 
and discussion (7-10:00 p.m.).  Bring an appetite 
for popcorn and spiritual reflection.  Upcoming 
movie nights are:  March 25 (“The Bucket List”), 
April 15 (“Fiddler on the Roof”), and May 20.  
Please suggest movie titles for future showings 
to Terry.

Men’s Breakfast March 25 
and April 22
REMINDER!  All men are invited to the 
Menʼs Breakfast at LePeep in Bergen 
Park.  Gather at 7 a.m.  Come and enjoy 
great food and hear some interesting 
stories.  Bring a friend!  For more 
information, contact Bill Cook, 
303.697.1663.
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Chancel Choir Presents 
Tenebrae Service on
Good Friday
April 22nd

What is a Tenebrae Service?  The 
word “tenebrae” is Latin for 
shadows.  The purpose of the 
Tenebrae service is to recreate the 
emotional aspects of the passion 
story through scripture and music.  
Tenebrae is the Lenten equivalent of 
the Lessons and Carols that we 
experience at Christmas.  Elements 
of the service, which includes 
communion, are designed to 
recreate the betrayal, abandonment, 
and agony of the events, and it is left 
unfinished, because the story isnʼt 
over until Easter Day.

Cheryl Denslow, our Director of 
Music Ministry, has wanted to create 
a Tenebrae service using some of 
her favorite Lenten anthems for 
several years.  Her love of this 
church season and the music it 
provides will come together this 
Good Friday.  The Chancel Choir 
and instrumental musicians will be 
featured as the service unfolds.

From Your Nominating Team
Each spring Church of the Hills elects elders and deacons to 
represent, guide, and serve our congregation. We also elect 
members-at-large to the personnel, nominating, and endowment 
teams. As servant leaders, they strive to keep our church following 
Christʼs teachings in a fast-changing world. 

We extend these opportunities to serve to all eligible church 
members. The personal and spiritual rewards are great.  We thank 
those of you who have committed to serve in the coming years.  We 
thank those of you who are prayerfully considering how best to serve. 
We thank all of you for your prayers and support.
 
On Sunday, April 10, officers and leaders whose terms begin in June, 
2011 will be introduced to and elected by the congregation.  They will 
receive training, then take office in June, 2011.

Kurt Ballantyne
Tammy Carpenter
Greta Faraco-Hadlock
Marianne Loritz
Margi Masquelier
Oralie McAfee
Char Ray

Coins 
The Bible often uses coins to 
symbolize human greed. During 
Holy Week, 30 silver coins — 
usually shown with a bag or purse 
— represent Jesusʼ betrayal by his 
disciple Judas (Matthew 26:14-16). 
Many of Jesusʼ teachings are about 
money, including the parable of the 

lost coin. Coins also symbolize giving as an act of 
worship, just as the widow offered her last “mite” (Mark 
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March
1# Mike Clinton, Margi Masquelier
2# Thomas Simon
3# Don Bauer, Steve Cox
4# Kyle Firestone
6# Patty McInnis-Cole
8# Mark Faraco-Hadlock
10# Marshall Alford, Hannah Mitchek
11# Silka Cole
17# Jean Martin
18# Zi Antweiler
19# Marianne Loritz
20# Ted Jurasik
21# Jane Gardner-Bennett
22# Scheyenne Gilman, Anne Greulich, Stefan Johnson, Christine Lundock, 
# Pierre Martin, Parker Trower
23# Hal Davidson
26# John Robert
29# Bob McFadden
31# Dave Hadsell

April
2# Linda LaGrange
5# Kevin Larson, Gaar Strattan, Jim Tadewald
6# Maria Garrod
10# Mel Andrew, Amanda Sciarabba
11# Terry Buchanan, Sharon Klusman
13# Jim Leonard
14# Karen Mitchek
16# Betty Heiden, Carla Larson
18# Madison Ignacek, Kathy Short
19# Rick Boucher
22# Mo Davis
23# Wendy Martin, Graham Stone
28# Mary Richards
29# Larry LaGrange
30# Kimra Perkins
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ItÕs Remarkable What Your Gift Will Do . . .
Your gift of $1,000 can help a community in West Africa build a large-diameter shallow (30 f00t) well
$10 a month can provide books, uniform and tuition for an African child
Your $10 gift can help start a small Moringa tree nursery with 10 seedlings
FACT:  Up to 3 millions Americans are homeless.  40% are families and one in four are under the age of 18
$350 can provide emergency shelter and food to a homeless youth for an entire year

One Great Hour of Sharing Supports . . .
The Presbyterian Hunger Program (PHP), a ministry of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.),  which works to 
alleviate hunger and eliminate its causes, responding with compassion and justice to poor and hungry people in 
local communities in the United States and internationally.
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA), which is the emergency and refugee program of the Presbyterian 
Church U.S.A. The core budget, including staff and administrative costs, is funded through the One Great Hour 
of Sharing, and its program work is additionally funded through designated gifts.
Self-Development of People which is a ministry that affirms Godʼs concern for humankind. We are 
Presbyterians and ecumenical partners, dissatisfied with poverty and oppression, united in faith and action 
through sharing, confronting and enabling. We participate in the empowerment of economically poor, oppressed 
and disadvantaged people who are seeking to change the structures that perpetuate poverty, oppression and 
injustice.
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The mission of the Mountain Resource Center is to identify, advocate, and provide needed health and human services 
and education for mountain area residents and to bring together organizations and individuals 

to provide these services through a local, single point of entry  

Each month the Mission Team promotes a program or charity by providing 
information on the services and needs of that organization. During the 
month of March the featured organization is the Mountain Resource 
Center, a 501(c)3, nonprofit organization in Conifer.

MRC provides health and human services to residents in a service area 
of more than a thousand square miles in mountainous Jefferson and Park 
counties. MRC is a local source for access to many services including: 
emergency assistance with utilities, rent and mortgage payments, fuel, 
food, clothing and school supplies. MRC makes health and dental care 
available locally for uninsured/underinsured residents. They offer nutrition and health education as well as mental 
health services. 

MRC provides parent/child classes for ages 0 to 5, active parenting classes, 
parents as teachers programs, parenting workshops and a 24/7 Dad program.  
Domestic violence services include counseling, shelter referrals, safety plans 
and crisis assistance. 

Just two years ago MRC opened the Mountain Workforce Center in conjunction 
with the Jefferson County Workforce Center. They also provide emergency 
assistance for victims and first responders to community-wide disasters such as 
wildfires and blizzards. 

"Neighbors Helping Neighbors" is the Mountain Resource Center motto. Each 
year hundreds of volunteers donate more than ten thousand hours, working in every program and all events. 
Information on services and volunteer opportunities is available on the Mission bulletin board and table in the 
narthex, in bulletin inserts and announcements. Learn more from the March 20 Moment for Mission. Check out their 
website at www.mrcco.org. or find them on Facebook.  

The Mission Team suggests you consider including the Mountain Resource Center in your volunteer and financial 
assistance plans.

EChO Needs
There continues to be a need for personal 
items like toothpaste, shampoo, conditioner, 
laundry soap, dish soap, and definitely toilet 
paper.  The canned goods that are low in 
supply are canned meat, spaghetti and 
sauce,  canned fruit, tuna,
black beans, refried beans, peanut butter, 
jelly or jam, cereal, diced tomatoes, rice 
mixes, helper meals, and oatmeal.  We 
never have enough coffee.  Thank you for 
your support of EChO.

http://www.mrcco.org
http://www.mrcco.org
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January revenues were aided by the $10,000 one time gift made in 2010 for 2011.  Through January, approximately 
$1,200 was paid in by members to cover their per capita apportionment of $24.95 per member.  Thank you!  If you 
have not made your per capita contribution, please consider doing so.  Each dollar that is paid in helps offset the total 
$7,600 apportionment owed by COTH.  

Personnel expenses tracked a little below budget due to open positions, and all other expenses came in slightly lower 
than budget.  This was a great accomplishment due to the snowy and COLD January.  Session members, team 
leaders, and staff continue to do a great job of managing their costs.  This will continue to be an ongoing challenge 
throughout 2011.  

Should you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me.  

Cathy Graves, Treasurer

    
Editor:" # # Cathy Graves
Assistant Editor:" Judy Forbes
Webmaster: # # Cathy Graves
Production Team:" Kathy Donner, Pat Femmer, Dale & Eve Hoffman, Jean Martin

Echoes Submission Guidelines:
Please email space reservations and materials to echoes@churchofthehills.com.  Content is preferred in a Microsoft Word 
document, and special formatting with headers, spacing, bullets is NOT preferred.  Photos and graphics should be submitted as 
a separate .jpg or .tif file format; please do not import them into a Word document. Font:  Times Roman 11pt

Echoes Deadlines

May 2011 June/July/August 2011

Articles Due Friday, April 15 Friday, May 13

Layout Completed Friday, April 22 Friday, May 20

Printing Wednesday, April 27 Wednesday, May 25

Collating/Mailing Thursday, April 28 Thursday, May 26

mailto:echoes@churchofthehills.com
mailto:echoes@churchofthehills.com
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Church of the Hills
Presbyterian Church (USA)

P.O. Box 1210  •  28628 Buffalo Park Road  •  Evergreen, CO  80437-1210
Phone:  303.674.6641  •  Fax:  303.679.1785  •  Email:  www.churchofhehills.com

Office Hours  m - F:  9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Sunday School:  9:00 - 10:20 a.m.

Sunday Traditional Worship:  10:30 a.m.
OUT OF THE BOX Service Sundays at 6:00 p.m.

PASTOR
" The Reverend Dee Cooper

STAFF

Director of Christian Education & 
   Youth Ministries
# Terry Buchanan

Church Administrator
# Carolyn Jones

Director of Music Ministries
# Cheryl Denslow

Organist/Accompanist

Children/Youth Choir Director
" Lilly Croke

Nursery Coordinator
" Becky Shallenberger

Custodian
" Brian Erhle

Maintenance
" Greg Ploysa

IMPORTANT DATES IN MARCH

MARCH 4 WORLD DAY OF PRAYER

MARCH 6 TRANSFIGURATION OF THE LORD

MARCH 9 ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE

MARCH 13 DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME BEGINS

MARCH 13 FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT

MARCH 20 SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT

MARCH 27 THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT

VOLUNTEER STAFF

Treasurer
# Cathy Graves

Assistant Treasurer
# Jeff Mershon

Volunteer Coordinator
# Cathy Graves

BOARD OF DEACONS

Co-Moderators
" Maria Garrod and
# Bob Gansauer

# Margaret Bailey
# Sherwin Boyd
# Donna Bucholz
# Kay Culp
# Jean Davis
# Eden Garrod
# Margi Masquelier
# Mat Matson
# Ruth Petrick
# Julie Sciarabba

ENDOWMENT TEAM

" Kurt Ballantyne, Emily Corey,
# Kelly Krueger, Bill Sandifer

SESSION

" Jerry Bucholz
# Bob Culp
# Diane Gansauer
# Dean Graves
# Tracy Hansen
# Ann Joseph
# Ron Klusman
# Oralie McAfee
# Tina Nelson
# Dan Ray
# Marilyn Sandifer
# Lee Strattan
# Judy Jensen, Clerk of Session

NOMINATING TEAM

" Kurt Ballantyne, Tammy Carpenter,
# Greta Faraco-Hadlock, Char Ray,
# Marianne Loritz, Margi Masquelier

PERSONNEL TEAM

# Sue Brown, Kelly Croke, Jill Hesser,
# Kelly Krueger, Jim Leonard

STEWARDSHIP TEAM

# Dick Blodgett, Sherry Boyd, 
# Jerry Bucholz, Chuck Corey, 
# Dean Graves, Sharon Klusman,
# Louella Young
#

IMPORTANT DATES IN APRIL

APRIL 3  FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT

APRIL 10 FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT

APRIL 17 PALM SUNDAY

APRIL 17 - 23 HOLY WEEK

APRIL 21 MAUNDY THURSDAY

APRIL 22 GOOD FRIDAY TENEBRAE SERVICE

APRIL 23 PRAYER VIGIL

APRIL 24 EASTER SUNDAY

APRIL 25 CHURCH OFFICE IS CLOSED

APRIL 27 ADMINISTRATOR PROFESSIONALS DAY

http://www.churchofhehills.com
http://www.churchofhehills.com
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Our Mission
Church of the Hills is a family of faith in Christ that is called together with open hearts and minds 
to live out our faith within God!s world and within the framework of the Presbyterian Church USA.

Church of the Hills Presbyterian 
(USA)
PO Box 1210
Evergreen, CO  80437
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Please Note:  
If your address, phone number, or email 
has changed, please notify the church 
office at 303.674.6641.

Join us for our

10:30 a.m. Traditional Worship Service

and

6:00 p.m. Out of the Box Service

Return Service Requested

Time Valued Mail - February 24, 2011


